
Attending college as an adult just got a 
whole lot less expensive - thanks to the 
Michigan Reconnect scholarship.

Last month, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer joined 
with Republican and Democratic legislators 
to announce the launch of the $30 million 
Michigan Reconnect program, the largest 
effort in state history to ensure that more 
than 4.1 million Michiganders who are 25 
or older and do not have a college degree 

will have an opportunity to earn a tuition-
free associate degree or skills certificate.  

“All Michiganders deserve a pathway to 
a good-paying job, whether they choose 
to pursue a college degree, technical 
certificate or an apprenticeship,” Whitmer 
said during a virtual news conference. 
“Michigan Reconnect will connect 
thousands of Michiganders to good-paying 
jobs and connect businesses with the talent 
they need to thrive in their communities. 
I’m proud of the hard work that has gone 
into creating this historic new opportunity 
and look forward to continuing bipartisan 
work with lawmakers toward our goal of 
ensuring 60% of Michiganders will have a 
postsecondary degree by 2030.” 

According to the Michigan Community 
College Association, in 2019 only 41% of 
the state’s residents of working age had an 
associate degree or higher. 

Michigan Reconnect is designed specifically 
for eligible adults who want to start – 
or finish – an associate degree or skills 
certificate at their in-district community 
college. 

The program pays the remaining tuition 
balance and any other outstanding fees 
after financial aid has been applied. Adults 
currently enrolled at a community college 
can also take advantage of the scholarship. 

 “Going to college is a big decision but this 
is the time to do it,” said Megan Pauken, 
director of enrollment management at 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College. “We 
are excited to welcome Reconnect scholars 
to the college. “

Students can start using the Michigan 
Reconnect scholarship at Kalamazoo 
Valley for the summer semester, which 
begins May 10.  A minimum of six credit 
hours must be taken to use the Reconnect 
scholarship.

To be eligible for the program, residents 
need to:

• Be at least 25 years old when they 
apply

• Have lived in Michigan for a year or 
more

• Have a high school diploma
• Have not yet completed a college 

degree

The application is located at 
www.michigan.gov/reconnect, takes less 
than five minutes to complete and can be 
done on a mobile device. 

For more information about Michigan 
Reconnect at Kalamazoo Valley, visit 
www.kvcc.edu/reconnect or call 
269.488.4303.
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TUITION-FREE COLLEGE
AVAILABLE AT VALLEY

Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
is collaborating with Bronson Hospital 
and Kalamazoo County Health and 
Community Services (KCHCS) to assist 
with COVID-19 (Coronavirus) vaccination 
clinics in Kalamazoo.

“The college’s nursing program has 
stepped up to do its part in serving the 
community,” said Director of Nursing 
Patrick Joswick. “Faculty and students 
have gone above and beyond to help 

by filling clinical and non-clinical duties 
associated with the COVID-19 vaccination 
project.”

During a recent week long vaccination 
clinic at the Kalamazoo County Expo 
Center, Kalamazoo Valley nursing 
students helped to administer nearly 
2,000 vaccinations per day.  “We also have 
students working at the call center and at 
other clinics, vaccinating those associated 
with Mt. Zion Church on Robertson Street. 

This is a great learning 
opportunity for our 
students,” Joswick said.

Also, in collaboration 
with KCHCS, the college 
recently announced  
that it is providing  
an opportunity for  
employees to serve as volunteers 
with the vaccination effort. These efforts 
complement other college COVID-19 
response initiatives including:

• Providing weekly lunches for frontline 
healthcare workers prepared by 
college culinary arts students and 
faculty chefs.

• Delivering produce and food items 
from the college’s Food Innovation 
Center, collaborators and the culinary 
arts program to area non-profit 
agencies. 

• Supporting the emergency response 
and relief efforts of area first 
responders and hospitals through 
the manufacture and donation of 
personal protection equipment.

“Community is a part of our name and 
we are proud to continue to support the 
Kalamazoo region through the amazing 
efforts of our faculty members, staff 
and students,” said college President L. 
Marshall Washington, Ph.D. 

STUDENTS ASSIST WITH 
COVID-19 VACCINATION EFFORT

Summer semester at Kalamazoo 
Valley begins May 10 and the 
college is welcoming students 
from other colleges and 
universities to take classes as  
guest students to stay on track  
for graduation. 

“The benefits of taking summer 
classes are endless,” said Director 
of Enrollment Management 
Megan Pauken. “Not only does it 
help students stay on track, but 
students can also take advantage 
of our affordable tuition and small 
class sizes while completing classes 
that are offered in a shorter time 

frame than in a standard semester.”

Kalamazoo Valley makes becoming 
a guest student easy. 

“Students need to complete a 
Kalamazoo Valley application at 
www.kvcc.edu/apply and identify 
themselves as a guest student,” 
said Kalamazoo Valley’s Director 
of Admissions, Registration and 
Records Sarah Hubbell. “Students 
will receive an acceptance letter 
within one week containing the 
information they need to register 
for classes through the college’s 
self-service online portal.” 

Before enrolling, guest students 
should consult with their current 
college or university to ensure 
that the classes they take at 
Kalamazoo Valley will be accepted 
as transfer credit and fit their 
specific area of study. Once they 
have completed summer course 
work, students need to be sure 
to submit a request to have an 
official transcript sent back to their 
primary institution. 

This summer, the college is offering 
a mix of in-person, online and 
hybrid classes. “A variety of our 
classes will have an in-person 

component,” Hubbell said. “We’re 
excited to have students back in 
the classroom.”

These classes range from cellular 
biology and public speaking to 
college writing and American 
history. A complete class schedule 
can be found at www.kvcc.edu/
schedule. 

Guest students are not the only 
ones who benefit from taking 
summer classes.

“Many of our community college 
students enroll in summer 

semester classes to keep on pace 
to complete their programs in a 
timely manner,” said Provost and 
Vice President for Instruction and 
Student Services Dr. Paige Eagan. 
“The summer semester allows 
students to focus on rigorous 
courses required for many of  
our programs.”

Registration for summer classes 
is available now. The first session 
of summer classes starts Monday, 
May 10. The second session begins 
July 1. Online class registration 
is available at www.kvcc.edu/
register.

ENROLL NOW IN SUMMER SEMESTER CLASSES

SUMMER SEMESTER 
BEGINS MAY 10

Nursing student Ellie Beachler administering COVID-19 vaccination

Sean Wables-Dexter, CAD design student



When they enrolled in Kalamazoo Valley’s 
respiratory care program last year, 
students had no way of knowing that they 
would become firsthand witnesses to a 
worldwide pandemic. 

“Coronavirus is a respiratory pandemic,” 
said Kalamazoo Valley’s Respiratory 
Therapy Program Director Susan Pearson. 
“When people get sick with the virus, 
they have mostly respiratory symptoms. 
You’re only hearing about doctors, nurses 
and first responders, but our respiratory 
students have been in the midst of the 
pandemic. They’ve been in the ICU, 
working with ventilators and working 
with the sickest of the sick patients. Our 
students are literally on the frontline. I 
am so proud of my students and the way 
they’ve maintained their professionalism.” 

Kalamazoo Valley’s second year respiratory 
care students have had to deal with death 
and dying, exhibiting compassion for 
dying patients and coping with the horrors 
of Coronavirus patients dying alone, 
Pearson explained. 

Respiratory therapists evaluate, treat 
and care for patients with heart and lung 
diseases. They manage sophisticated
life-support systems for adults, children 
and premature infants. Pearson explained 
that first-year students participate in 
classroom and laboratory instruction 
and during the second semester in the 
program, they start their hospital clinical 
experience. Second-year students are 
polishing their skills in the intensive 
care units. 

There are currently 16 first-year students 
in the Associate of Applied Science in 
respiratory care program and 20 second-
year students. After earning an associate 
degree, respiratory therapists can take 
the national board exam to gain state 
licensure to work in the field. Pearson said 
now, more than ever, respiratory therapists 
are in demand. “They are in desperate 
need,” she said. “I get emails from all 
around the country and 100 percent of 
our graduates are receiving job 
assignments.” The training program is 
fast paced and so is the job itself, Pearson 

said. Respiratory therapists use high tech 
equipment to assess patients’ breathing 
and respond rapidly to crucial changes. “If 
you can’t breathe, nothing else matters,” 
Pearson said, “We’re the gatekeepers of
the airways.” 

Courtney Wall changed her major a few 
times when she started college right after 
graduating from high school in 2014. She 
worked in the kitchen at a nursing home 
and as a certified nursing assistant. It was 
that experience that convinced her that 
she wanted to continue to work in the 
healthcare field, but not as a nurse. She 
changed her major to respiratory therapy, 
applied to Kalamazoo Valley’s program 
and was thrilled to be accepted. “I got in 
and I love it,” she said. 

And while she loves the experience she’s 
gaining at Bronson through clinicals, Wall 
acknowledges that the pandemic has 
brought about extremely challenging 
situations. “It’s been really hard,” she said. 
“Probably the hardest thing I’ve ever done. 
I’ve seen patients passing away and there’s 
nothing we can do about it.” 

Grand Rapids native Thomas Wierenga 
had originally planned to go to nursing 
school, but his infant son’s medical 
problems sparked an interest in respiratory 
therapy. “My son, when he was born, 
had a lot of respiratory issues,” Wierenga 
said. He began to seriously consider 
his career options and decided that 
respiratory care made sense. “The thing 
that stands out the most for me between 
nursing and respiratory care is the level of 

responsibility,” Wierenga said. “I’ve been 
in the medical field my whole life, but in 
a support role. Now I’m the person who’s 
there when things start to go really bad. 
I’ve always worked in emergency care 
where within an hour the patient has 
either been treated or discharged. With 
COVID, people come in and progress 
toward dying.” 

Theresa Devine is another second-year 
student. She went to nursing school 
right after high school and worked as 
a consultant/supervisor in the field for 
30 years before returning to college for 
respiratory therapy training. “It’s been a 
hard semester,” she said, explaining that 
ventilators are a challenge because there 
are several different kinds and they can be 
customized, which means learning a new 
setup at each hospital. 

“We’ve had to almost learn a new 
language for different machines,” Wierenga 
said. “It’s like a whole new language and 
it’s hard to keep learning all new stuff.” 

While working during the pandemic has 
been traumatic, Pearson’s students are 
not complaining. They’re grateful for 
the experience and the support they’ve 
received from the college. “There have 
been positives and negatives,” Devine said. 
“We’re a group of people who get to see 
the pandemic firsthand and learn from it. 
Everybody is in the same boat.” 

Wierenga said the college’s counselors 
have been especially helpful. “We’ve 
learned coping mechanisms to help us 

get through this,” he said. He’s also grateful 
to have received a scholarship from the 
college. “I can’t even tell you how much 
that changed my life,” he said of the $1,000 
scholarship he received.

Wall said it’s been hard to care for patients 
who have lingering health problems. 
“COVID patients are developing long-term 
side effects like blood clots in their lungs 
and neurological issues,” she said. “These 
are younger people who have bad side 
effects months and months later.” 

The need to quarantine to prevent the 
spread of Coronavirus has also impacted 
the students. “There can be no family 
members in with Coronavirus patients so 
we’re not learning that aspect of our job – 
how to deal with angry parents or how to 
talk to people about a loved one who’s not 
going to be getting better,” Wierenga said.

Despite the stress and the trauma of 
working with Coronavirus patients, all 
three students are on track to graduate 
in May and they’re certain that they’re on 
the right path and confident with the skills 
they’re attaining. 

For more information about Kalamazoo 
Valley’s respiratory care practitioner 
Associate of Applied Science degree, 
go to www.kvcc.edu/programs/
health_careers/rcp.php. Health careers 
applications for the Fall 2021 semester 
will be accepted online from April 1 to 15. 
Access the application at https://p2.kvcc.
edu/utilities/health_careers/.

RESPIRATORY CARE STUDENTS 
GAIN EXPERIENCE ON THE FRONTLINE

Cory Barrett, co-director of Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College’s culinary 
arts program and the Spring 2019 Food 
Network Spring Baking Champion 
will team up with college President L. 
Marshall Washington, Ph.D., to present a 
thirty-minute baking demonstration to 
help raise funds for student scholarships 
on Thursday, May 13, 2021.

Sponsors are needed for this 
professionally produced, engaging 

program which will feature the two hosts 
creating a delicious sweet potato tart. 
The program will also include messages 
from past college scholarship recipients 
and remarks from Foundation Board 
Chairperson Travis Grimwood, from 
Development Committee members Matt 
Rzepka, Stacie Ferschweiler and Vice 
Chairperson Michelle Eldridge.  

The program will be streamed beginning 
at 7 p.m. on May 13.  

Sponsors will receive:
• Advance promotion on the official 

event website at www.kvcc.edu/
foundation. 

• Logo promotion and spoken 
recognition the night of the show

• Inclusion on the Foundation website 
at www.kvcc.edu/foundation.

• Special show access link to share 
with up to 12 others the night of  
the show.

Please help a student’s dream of a 
college education become reality. 
Sponsorship of the May 13 event is vital 
to our ability to meet the financial needs 
of Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
students. Sales of individual tickets 
will begin in mid April. See kvcc.edu/
foundation for details.

Students Aleicia  Freeze (L) and Thomas Wierenga and Cara  Minto (R)Students Courtney Wall (L) and Josie Corwin (R)

Chef Cory Barrett L. Marshall Washington, Ph.D.

A sweet way to help students succeed!

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISING EVENT
VIRTUAL BAKING SHOW 

May 13,  2021 |  7 p.m.



INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND 
BIODIVERSITY: IMPERATIVES FOR 
FOOD SOVEREIGNTY
Instructor: Rony Eleazar Lec Ajcot, 
Institute of Mesoamerican Permaculture 
(IMAP)
Saturday  |  May 1  |  10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
This course will introduce participants to 
the bridge between Indigenous people, 
biodiversity and traditional knowledge 
as pillars for food sovereignty, locally and 
globally. It will present the crucial role 
of Indigenous people as guardians of 
biodiversity and natural resources, and 
will demonstrate how these elements are 
connected to our daily life, and how they 
ensure food security for humankind.

WHAT IS PERMACULTURE: FOOD 
SECURITY, ECOLOGICAL DESIGN
AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE
Instructor: Shad Qudsi, Program Director, 
Wellkind Guatemala 
Saturday  |  May 8  |  10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Permaculture is more than just gardening. It 
is an integrated system of ecological design 
that helps humans create sustainable and 
regenerative systems, cultures and ways 
of living. Permaculture teaches us to 
optimize our footprint and then maximize 
our handprint. After meeting our needs in 
healthy ways, we can maximize impact in our 
communities by applying the permaculture 
design principles to both the ecological and 
social realms. This short course explores 
the essence of Permaculture, the design 
principles, and the importance of personal 
and communal resilience during these 
rapidly changing times. 

BARRIERS TO THE ADAPTATION OF 
PERMACULTURE ON A WIDESPREAD 
BASIS ACROSS RURAL GUATEMALA 
AND WHAT WE CAN DO TO MODIFY 
OUR APPROACH
Instructor: Neal Hegarty, Founder,  
Granja Tzikin
Tuesday  |  May 18  |  7 - 9 p.m.
This short course begins with an account 
of some of the most pressing issues 
facing rural Indigenous communities in 
Guatemala based on feedback from our 
farmer training programs. We then look at 
some of the common mistakes we have 
seen non-governmental organization 
(NGO) make in their agriculture programs 
and explore how Permaculture Design can 
help address these problems. We stress 
the importance of cultural understanding 
in field of development work and explore 
intersections between new practices and 
traditional ways.

GLOBAL NORTH-GLOBAL SOUTH 
RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH 
MESOAMERICAN PERMACULTURE 
LENSES
Instructor: Christian Chacόn, Institute of 
Mesoamerican Permaculture (IMAP)
Tuesday  |  June 1  |  7 - 9 p.m.
The course will address the importance 
of understanding power relationships 
between Global North and Global South 
territories in order to contribute to 
environmental and social justice and how 
Mesoamerican Permaculture can provide 
some guidelines for this.

All classes are virtual and cost $5. To 
register visit www.kvcc.edu/community 
and click on Sustainable Foods, Farms 
and Gardens.

MESOAMERICAN PERMACULTURE
DISCUSSION SERIES

Want to be part of the nationally 
recognized Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College Police Officer 
Training Academy? The next  
16-week academy begins August 23, 
with applications being accepted 
beginning April 5. The application 
deadline is May 28.

Director of Kalamazoo Valley’s Law 
Enforcement Training Center, Victor 
Ledbetter, whose efforts in diversity 
training have received both local and 
national recognition, says graduates 
from the academy enjoy the highest 
employment rate in the state. A total 
of 92 percent of alumni are employed 
in the field, compared to a statewide 
average of 69 percent.

In addition to a week devoted to 
diversity training, specialized areas of 
instruction in the academy include: 

• 34+ Hours of Scenario Training 
• Building Searches 
• Application and Interviewing 

Training 
• K-9 Familiarization 
• Weapons of Mass Destruction
• Incident Response to Terrorist 

Bombing
• Pepper Spray Exposure 
• Rapid Deployment 
• Emergency Vehicle Operation
• Pistol, Shotgun and Patrol Rifle

 
Applications are available at  
www.kvcc.edu/police. 

For more information about the  
Police Officer Training Academy, 
contact Ledbetter at 269.353.1261  
or vledbetter@kvcc.edu.

TRAIN TO 
BE A 
POLICE 
OFFICER

As a part of the community education program offerings, 
Kalamazoo Valley is partnering with Transformational 
Connections to offer the Spring 2021 Mesoamerican 
Permaculture Discussion Series. 

Transformational Connections of Southwest Michigan is 
a Michigan 501c3 whose mission is “To provide volunteer 

opportunities in the developing world and foster life-changing 
experiences within ourselves, our community and those we are 
serving.”  They have developed over 12 trips to the Lake Atitlan, 
Guatemala region, including study abroad courses through local 
universities. Transformational Connections looks forward to 
travel to and with their partners in Guatemala in 2022.

VIRTUAL FOODWAYS SYMPOSIUM
SET FOR APRIL 5 - 10

The symposium is sponsored by 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College, 
Kalamazoo Valley Museum and a 
number of community collaborators. The 
Kalamazoo Foodways Symposium inspires 
and empowers greater Kalamazoo area 
communities to honor its agricultural 
history and heritage cuisines, celebrate 
good food and work together to build a just 
and healthy future for all.

The 2021 Kalamazoo Foodways 
Symposium: Plant Forward Foodways 
will be a fully virtual event. It will focus on 
the future of foodways and will provide a 
platform for discussions not only about the 
intersection of food and culture, but health 
and environment as well.

The keynote session, scheduled to go live at 
noon Monday, April 5, will feature a cooking 

demonstration by author and chef Abra 
Berens. Live Q&A sessions will be offered at 
the end of the event, on Saturday,  
April 10 from 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. Berens 
is a chef, former farmer and writer who 
believes that the meals we eat should 
change with the seasons and that their 
ingredients should come from nearby. She 
strives to make simple, delicious meals that 
champion the region.

Her first cookbook, Ruffage: A Practical 
Guide to Vegetables, is a teaching cookbook 
that aims to help build readers’ confidence 
in preparing vegetables by providing easy-
to-follow recipes, detailed explanations 
of cooking techniques and a myriad of 
variations for each recipe to inspire future 
dishes. Berens will focus on how plant-
forward cooking can be exciting, healthy, 
sustainable and delicious. She will provide 

recipes and tips to follow.

Throughout the rest of the week, educators, 
chefs, home cooks, activists and neighbors 
from the Kalamazoo community will 
present live sessions via Zoom. Topics 
will range from making your own soda 
syrups and vegan cheeses to at-home 
sustainability practices like composting 
and building a habitat for native bees 
and demonstrations and talks that share 
personal stories and traditional recipes 
- all with a focus on a love of plants and 
vegetables.

Sessions are scheduled at various times 
throughout the day from Monday, April 5, 
through Saturday, April 10. A full schedule 
and registration information is available at 
www. kalamazoofoodways.org. The event 
is free and open to the public.

Rony Eleazar Lec Ajcot, instructor Shad Qudsi, instructor

Abra Berens

Police Officer Training Academy classes
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Kalamazoo Valley’s 10th Annual Alumni+ Art Show 
will premiere on Friday, June 4, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. 
Submissions are being accepted April 5 - May 19. Art 
will be displayed in the Center for New Media and 
on the CNM’s Instagram and Facebook accounts. 
The Distinguished Alumni Award winner will also 
be announced that night. Watch for details in 
upcoming publications. 

This juried art show enables Kalamazoo Valley 
alumni to showcase their work. There is no entry fee. 
Each year this show is held at Kalamazoo Valley’s 
Center for New Media in conjunction with Art Hop. 

Works submitted will be considered for awards 
which will be announced on the night of the show. 
Show judges are area professionals who come 
from a variety of disciplines and whose expertise 

enables them to deliver expert, but impartial, 
determinations. An alumni artist can enter the 
show if he or she: 1) has successfully completed 
at least one class at Kalamazoo Valley, and 2) is not 
currently enrolled in any class at the time of the 
show (summer  2021); and 3) is not a Kalamazoo 
Valley employee. 

For more details and to access the Call for Entry 
Form, Gallery Requirements Form and the Exhibit 
Agreement Form, go to www.kvcc.edu/alumni/
artshow. 

Art must dropped off at the CNM or sent to Cindy 
Parks, cparks@kvcc.edu by 4:30 p.m. on May 19, 
2021. For more information contact Tom Hamann, 
thamann@kvcc.edu, or call 269.373.7881. CNM 
hours vary. Please check before delivering artwork.

CALL FOR ENTRIES FOR 10TH 
ANNUAL ALUMNI+ ART SHOW

VOLLEYBALL CAMP 
June 21 - 24 | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Girls entering grades 6 - 8 | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Girls entering grades 9 - 12 | 1 - 4 p.m. 
Equipment needed: Gym shoes, socks, shorts, 
knee pads, jersey or t-shirt and labeled water 
bottle or thermos.  
Camp fee: $110 until May 17. $135 for registrations 
received after May 17. Registration closes June 14. 

GIRLS BASKETBALL CAMP 
July 5 - 8 | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Girls entering grades 6 – 8 | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Girls entering grades 9 - 12 | 1 - 4 p.m. 
Equipment needed: Gym shoes, socks, shorts, 
jersey or t-shirt and labeled water bottle or 
thermos. 
Camp fee: $110 until May 31. $135 for registrations 
received after May 31. Registration closes June 28. 

COUGAR CONDITIONING CAMP 
July 12 – 15 |10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Boys and girls entering grades 6 – 12
Equipment needed: Gym shoes, socks, shorts, 
t-shirt and labeled water bottle or thermos.

The camp will provide youth the opportunity 
to gain strength and conditioning for their 
particular sport or just overall physical well-
being. Activities include, but are not limited to: 
increasing performance while decreasing injury, 
dynamic warm-ups, footwork, agility, speed work, 
conditioning, core work, flexibility, leadership and 
nutritional awareness.  
Camp fee: $80 until June 7. $105 for registrations 
received after June 7. Registration closes July 5.

BOYS BASKETBALL CAMP 
Session 1: July 12 - 15 | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Boys entering grades 6 - 8 | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Boys entering grades 9 -12 | 1 - 4 p.m. 
Session 2: July 19 - 22 | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Boys entering grades 6 - 8 | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Boys entering grades 9 -12 | 1 - 4 p.m. 
Equipment needed: Gym shoes, socks, shorts, 
jersey or t-shirt and labeled water bottle or 
thermos. 
Session 1: Camp fee: $110 until June 7. $135 for 
registrations received after June 7. Registration 
closes July 5. 
Session 2: Camp fee: $110 until June 14. $135 for 

registrations received after June 14. Registration 
closes July 12. 

SOFTBALL CAMP
July 26 to 29 | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Girls entering grades 4 - 7 | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Girls entering grades 8 - 12 | 1 - 4 p.m. 
Equipment needed: All campers should arrive 
dressed to play each day with a softball glove, 
bat, helmet, cleats and labeled water bottle or 
thermos.  
Camp fee: $110 through June 21. $135 for 
registrations after June 21. Registration closes 
July 19. 

Registration is now open. 
To register visit: athletics.kvcc.edu/camps. 
A limited number of scholarships are available.
Contact Russ Panico, athletic director, 
at rpanico@kvcc.edu or 269.488.4393.

Cancellation Policy: Campers may cancel or request 
a refund (less a $25 administrative fee) up to seven 
days before their camp begins. No refunds will be 
given after this deadline.

SUMMER 
SPORTS CAMPS
For nearly 30 years, Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College has offered 
summer sports camps for area 
students. This summer, a number 
of truly unique Cougar Camps – for 
boys and girls basketball, volleyball 
and softball – will again be offered 
at the college’s Texas Township 
Campus. New this year is the Cougar 
Conditioning Camp.

Strict COVID-19 safety protocols 
will be enforced, including: limited 
number of campers, daily self-
health screenings, use of face 
coverings and regular sanitizing of 
equipment. Campers are asked to 
bring their own water bottles and 
equipment (if available).

@KalamazooValley

@KalamazooValley
facebook.com/KalamazooValley

BUY WORLD CLASS STUDENT-CRAFTED 
BEER EVERY TUESDAY UNTIL 

APRIL 27 AT 418 RESTAURANT

 Marilyn J. Schlack Culinary 
and Allied Health building

418 E. Walnut Steet

Curbside pickup is 
1- 6 p.m. on Tuesdays

Please approach 
the door for the 

418 Restaurant for pickup

STUDENT-CRAFTED BEER

Order online at 
418restaurant.hrpos.heartland.us/menu

Kalamazoo Valley’s popular Early/
Middle College Explore Your 
Future Careers Summer Camps 
return in July.  Designed for 
students entering 6th, 7th and 
8th grade, the camps explore 
a number of different career 
paths on one of the college’s 
four campuses. Camps are led by 
Kalamazoo Valley instructors.

Strict COVID-19 safety protocols 
will be enforced, including: 
limited number of campers, daily 
selfhealth screenings and the use 
of face coverings.

1000 WORDS- THE ART OF THE 
STORY
July 12 -15 | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Cost: $75 per camper
Location: Center for New Media

Learn how illustration lends to a story. 
Campers will explore how illustrations 
can lead to a different conclusion than 
what is heard.  Draw your own images to 
match the story YOU want to tell!

SHORT SHORT STORIES!
July 12 -15 | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Cost: $75 per camper
Location: Center for New Media
This camp emphasizes creativity as well 
as the process and craft of writing. You 
will find inspiration from published 
authors, unique writing prompts, the 
world around you, and a trip to the 
Kalamazoo Valley Museum. 

POETRY IN MOTION – DIGITAL 
PAINTING
July 12 - 15 | 1 - 4 p.m.
Location: Center for New Media
Campers will have the opportunity to 
learn to paint and animate digitally.  
Artwork will be stored on a flash 

drive sent home with campers at the 
conclusion of camp.

STENCIL ME IN!
July 12 - 15 | 1 - 4 p.m.
Location: Center for New Media
Turn your selfie into a painted stencil.  
Campers will use Photoshop to capture 
their image, then using  detailed 
cardboard cutouts, turn their image into 
a stencil and into a painted impression. 

URBAN FARM EXPLORERS
July 26 - 29 | 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Location: Food Innovation Center
Campers will explore the greenhouses, 
plant a salad in a tray to take home, learn 
about microgreens, see what is in bloom 
and much more!  

Register at www.kvcc.edu/earlycollege 
beginning April 1. Limited scholarships 
available. Contact Dr. Deborah Coates at 
dcoates@kvcc.edu for more information.
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